alert levels (in atmospheric chemistry)

Designated concentrations of certain key pollutants at which some degree
of danger to public hedlth is expected. In many areas in which arelatively
high level of pollution is often encountered, several levels of alert are often
established. For example, a first alert may signify a potentia problem
exists, a second aert becomes a signa for the curtailment of certain
significant emission sources; the third alert signifies the need for some
specified emergency action which must be taken to ensure the public
safety.
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