molecular sieve effect

With respect to porous solids, the surface associated with pores communi-
cating with the outside space may be called the internal surface. Because
the accesibility of ores may depend on the size of the fluid molecules, the
extent of the interna surface may depend on the size of the molecules
comprising the fluid, and may be different for the various components of
afluid mixture. This effect is known as the molecular sieve effect.
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