radiative lifetime, 10
The lifetime of an excited molecular entity in the absence of radiationless

trangitions. It is the reciprocal of the first-order rate constant for the radia-
tive step, or of the sum of these rate constants if there is more than one
such step. The equivalent term, natural lifetime, is discouraged. Approxi-
mate expressions exist relating 7o to the oscillator strength of the emitting

trangition.
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