
reference electrode
1. An external electrode system which comprises an inner element, usually
mercury–mercury(I) chloride (calomel), silver–silver chloride or thallium
amalgam–thallium(I) chloride, a chamber containing the appropriate filling
solution and a device for forming a liquid junction, e.g. capillary, ceramic
plug, fritted disc or ground glass sleeve.

O.B. 27
2. An electrode that maintains a virtually invariant potential under the
conditions prevailing in an electrochemical measurement, and that serves
to permit the observation, measurement, or control of the potential of the
indicator (or test) or working electrode.

O.B. 60; see also O.B. 65; 1994, 66, 2533
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