
reference material
A substance or mixture of substances, the composition of which is known
within specified limits, and one or more of the properties of which is
sufficiently well established to be used for the calibration of an apparatus,
the assessment of a measuring method or for assigning values to materials.
Reference materials are available from national laboratories in many coun-
tries [e.g. National Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST), USA.;
Community Bureau of Reference, UK].
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