
Preface 

This issue o f  Pure and Applied Chemistry contains the  t e x t s  o f  plenary and i n v i t e d  l e c -  

t u res  presented a t  the Seventh I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Meeting on Boron Chemistry (Imeboron) he ld  i n  

Toruh, Poland, from July  30 t o  August 3, 1990. The Meeting was sponsored by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Union o f  Pure and Applied Chemistry, the Po l i sh  Academy o f  Sciences and was organized by the 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Chemistry, Nicolaus Copernicus Univers i ty .  I t  was attended by more than one 

hundred p a r t i c i p a n t s  from 13 countr ies. 
The s c i e n t i f i c  program consisted o f  7 plenary and 18 i n v i t e d  l ec tu res ,  35 o r a l  and 32 

poster presentations. A w e l l  attended and s t imu la t i ng  panel discussion focused on current  

trends i n  p r a c t i c a l  app l i ca t i ons  o f  boron compounds. The papers presented a t  the Meeting 
ranged from theory t o  appl ied chemistry i n  areas which are a t  the f o r e f r o n t  of boron chemis- 

t r y  today. The f o l l o w i n g  subjects  were represented: asymmetric synthes is  v i a  organoboranes, 

po lyhedra l  borane chemistry, boron n i t rogen  chemistry, boron based ceramics, polymers, theo- 
r e t i c a l  and mechanistic studies, enant ioselect ive reduct ions o f  organic compounds, coupl ing 

react ions,  a l l y l i c  and hindered organoboranes. B i o l o g i c a l  and medical aspects o f  boron che- 

m i s t r y  were s t rong ly  emphasized. I n  add i t i on  t o  l ec tu res  on boron analogues o f  aminoacids, 

synthesis and use of organoboranes i n  medical imaging and i n  boron neutron capture therapy 

f o r  tumors, an impressive l e c t u r e  by H i rosh i  Hatanaka, professor of neurosurgery and the 

leading p r a c t i t i o n e r  o f  t h i s  therapy was presented. 
The manuscript o f  the session l e c t u r e  by V . A .  Ol'shevskaya and L . I .  Zakharkin o f  the 

I n s t i t u t e  o f  Organo-Element Compounds USSR Academy o f  Sciences, Moscow, e n t i t l e d  "1,2- and 
1,7-dicarba-closo-dodecaboranes(l2) w i t h  8-bonded f u n c t i o n a l  groups" was no t  ava i l ab le  and i s  

no t  inc luded herein. 
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