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57% in 1990–91. If the 3% increase in subscriptions is
agreed the budgeted income for the biennium 1998–99
will be 69% of total income. As mentioned above, in
1982–83 it was 80%.

The reserves

Although the Union has been in difficulties with its an-
nual income and expenses account, it was not in real
financial danger because the reserves were strong.
These have remained so and the following summary in
thousands of USD shows the value of reserves over the
years 1991–1996. The values are book values. The
1996 market values are shown in square brackets.

General Building Southern
reserve Fund Hemisphere Total

1991 2182 2182
1992 2156 319 2475
1993 2082 333 2415
1994 2366 289 2655
1995 2362 303 2665
1996 2520* [2749] 396 [440] 50 2966 [3239]

*Excluding the USD 344k Barings’ money.

If the 1991 figure is adjusted for OECD inflation be-
tween 1991 and 1996, its value becomes USD 2568k,
so it could be said that the general reserve has re-
mained constant in book value; the market value has
risen by 7%. Since 1991 the Building Fund and the
Southern Hemisphere Sinking Fund have been estab-
lished—if these are included the book value of the total

reserves is USD 2966, an increase since 1991 of 15%;
in market value the total reserves in real terms have in-
creased in value by 26%. Since the Barings’ money is a
windfall not in any way earned by the Union, I have not
included it in the calculations, nevertheless, it is now
part of our reserves.

The target value of the general reserve, which is the
sum of the last two years’ expenses, was USD 2007k at
the end of 1996, so that the book value of the general
reserve is USD 514k above it; the market value is USD
742k above it. By the end of 1997 these sums will be
reduced by the USD 55k needed for capital equipment
for the new Secretariat office and by the 1997 deficit
which could be as much as USD 330k. On the other
hand the market value should be enhanced by capital
gains in our holdings of equities and bonds. All in all,
there are ample monies for important and urgent short-
term initiatives and the Union should take advantage of
the opportunity during the next few years.

Conclusion

The finances of the Union are now well under control,
both the operational finance and the level of reserves.
This latter gives opportunities to undertake special
short-term initiatives and these opportunities must not
be missed. I hope and trust that Union Members will
give my successor the support given to me by keeping
careful control of spending and will continue and inten-
sify efforts to increase income. In particular, Council
should continue to maintain the real value of national
subscription income.

Relocation of IUPAC Archival Material

Following the transfer of the archival records of the
Commission on Atomic Weights and Isotopic Abun-
dances (II.1) to the Chemical Heritage Foundation
(CHF)* during 1992, the Executive Committee of IUPAC
accepted an invitation from CHF to serve as an archive
for other IUPAC documentation.

As a consequence of the move of the IUPAC Secre-
tariat from Oxford (UK) to Research Triangle Park,
North Carolina (USA), which is scheduled to be com-
pleted by the end of October 1997, the archives material
presently held at Oxford is being sorted into two
categories:
1. Current documentation to be sent to RTP
2. All other archival material to be sent to CHF (Phila-

delphia, USA)
In due course, it is hoped to publish a complete listingDr Mo Williams
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of the material relocated at CHF. Meanwhile, the follow-
ing material was sent to Philadelphia in late 1996:
Bureau : 1940–1948
Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature : 1930–
1951, 1966–1970
Publications : 1919–1931, 1968–April 1969
Committee on Teaching of Chemistry : 1968–1969
Finance Committee : 1964–1972
Physical Chemistry Division (I)
—Physical Chemistry Division Committee: March

1964–December 1973
—Commission on Physicochemical Symbols, Terminol-

ogy, and Units (I.1): 1932–1967, 1970
—Commission on Thermodynamics (I.2): 1936–1950,

1960–1971
—Commission on Electrochemistry (I.3): 1930–1948,

April 1962–May 1970
—Commission on Physicochemical Measurements and

Standards (I.4): 1919–1941, 1946–1951, 1968–
1970

—Commission on Molecular Structure and
Spectroscopy (I.5): 1963–1966

—Commission On Colloid and Surface Chemistry (I.6):
December 1960–October 1969

Inorganic Chemistry Division (II)
—Commission on Nomenclature of Inorganic Chemistry

(II.2): 1919–1971
—Commission on High Temperatures and Refractories

(II.3): 1958–1959, 1965–1971
Organic Chemistry Division (III)
—Commission on Nomenclature of Organic Chemistry

(III.1): 1919–1955

—Commission on Chemical Plant Taxonomy (III.2):
1968–1973

—Commission on Photochemistry (III.3): 1969
Analytical Chemistry Division (V)
—Analytical Chemistry Division Committee: January

1959–1970
—Commission on Analytical Reactions and Reagents

(V.1): 1935–1950, 1964–1966
—Commission on Microchemical Techniques and

Trace Analysis (V.2): 1950–1958, 1960–1969
—Commission on Equilibrium Data (V.6): 1967–1971
—Commission on Radiochemistry: 1919–1935
Applied Chemistry Division (VI)
—Applied Chemistry Division Committee: 1919–1944
—Section on Food Chemistry (VI.1): 1919–1946
—Section on Fermentation Industries (VI.2): August

1965–1969
—Section on Oils and Fats (VI.3): 1922–1954, 1958–

1970
—Section VI.4: 1919–1936
—Section on Pulp Paper and Board/Reclamation of

Solid Wastes: 1959, 1968–1971
—Section on Water Sewage and Industrial Waste

(VI.8): June 1969
Clinical Chemistry Section
—Commission on Automation and Clinical Chemical

Techniques (VII.1): August 1969
National Adhering Organizations
—Argentina: 1920–1969
—Australia: 1920, 1922
—Belgium: 1925–1971
—Canada: February 1920–May 1969

The former First National Bank,
Philadelphia, now home of the
Chemical Heritage Foundation
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—Chile, Columbia, Cuba: 1920–1962
—Czechoslovakia: January 1970–July 1971
—Finland, Denmark: 1926–1956
—France: September 1932–July 1969
—Germany: 1922
—Greece: 1920
—Hungary, India, Ireland: July 1930
—Israel: April 1956
—Italy: January 1920–November 1969
—Japan: April 1920–March 1971
—Mexico: 1920
—Netherlands: February 1920
—New Zealand: February 1921
—Poland: June 1919
—Representatives of Portugal, China, Korea, Vietnam:

April 1920
—Republic of South Africa: December 1920
—Romania: April 1920
—Spain: April 1920
—Sweden: 1920
—Switzerland: January 1920–May 1971
—Turkey, United Arab Republic: September 1956
—UK: January 1920–May 1971
—USA: January 1920–1971
—USSR (Estonia & Latvia): July 1927–April 1940
—Venezuela, Yugoslavia: April 1920
Company Associates Scheme :
—January 1969–December 1969
Council
—XXV Council (Cortina D’Ampezzo: July 1969)
Congresses
—IX: 1920–1940
—X:1936–1938

—XI: 1946–1949
—XVI: March 1956–January 1957, July 1957,

September–February 1957
Conferences
—New York, USA: 1951
ICSU
—1920–1935, 1945–1951, 1964–1965, 1965–1970
—Bulletins: 1955
General
—1919–1945
—Commission Des Constantes Radioactives: 1930–

1951
—Ad hoc Committees—Applied Chemistry, Interdisci-

plinary Matters: 1969–1971
—Membership of IUPAC Units: 1969
—Machine Documentation in the Chemical Field: 1946–

1959
—Coordination Committee: 1966–1969
—Miscellaneous: 1919–1925
—Account Budgets: 1920
—Accounts Banks and Cash: 1935–1943
—Executive Committee Numbers, Miscellaneous, Inter-

national Circulars: 1932–1950
—IOAch: May 1968
—Joint Commission on Standards, Units and Constants

of Radioactivity: 1945–1950
—UN and UNESCO: 1946–1954
—IUPAC and NAO Subscriptions: 1925
—Section on Medicinal Chemistry (III.4): 1969–1970
—Commission on Statutes and Bylaws: 1938–1973
—Correspondence: 1919–1936, 1950–1955, 1968–

1969.

*For an account of the origins of CHF, its mission and operating structure, governance, etc., please see Chem. Intl.
1995, 17(5) (September), 166–169. CHF is an Associated Organization of IUPAC.

For further information please contact Elizabeth Swan (Director of Library Services) at the Chemical Heritage Foun-
dation, 315 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106-2702, USA. Tel.: +1 (215) 925 2222 ext. 226; E-mail:
eswan@chemheritage.org

In this section we publish summaries of the
most recent IUPAC recommendations on
nomenclature and symbols and technical
reports. The full texts of these recommenda-
tions and reports are published in Pure and
Applied Chemistry .

Recent Reports

Methods for the analysis of transient
absorbance data
(Technical Report)

Synopsis

Procedures for the generation and collection of tran-
sient UV-visible absorbance data are briefly reviewed.
Problems associated with signal generation (scattered


