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Preface

As the twelfth in a series of IUPAC international symposia devoted to Physical Organic Chemistry, a
conference was organized in Padua, Italy in 1994.

Appropriately, the symposium activities were held on the premises of the old building (Palazzo del Bd)
of the University of Padova. This university is one among the oldest in western civilization, celebrating
at the date of the symposium its 772th academic year.

The 12th Conference in Padua attracted 415 active participants from 38 countries. The text of 7 plenary
and of 15 session lectures, along with two special lectures are published in this issue. In addition to these
lectures, 72 selected oral contributions were presented in parallel sessions and 233 posters accepted for
display.

The opening and the closing articles in this Volume properly represent a tribute to the pioneering work
and leading personality of C. K. Ingold and of L. Hammett. The outstanding contributions made to the
discipline of Physical Organic Chemistry by these two famed scientists were indeed memorably outlined
in the special lectures mentioned above.

The remaining lecture texts collected in this Volume provide, in our view , a timely cross section of
progress and trends in the discipline, with special focus on target molecules, supramolecular chemistry,
computational methods, reactive intermediates, and advanced methods in studies on reaction
mechanisms.

The articles collected herein witness that Physical Organic Chemistry still is a very fruitful area of
studies and increasingly expanding toward interdisciplinary research.

During the Conference in Padova, it was honored the career of two distinguished scientists, namely
professor Giorgio Modena (University of Padova) and professor Fernando Montanari (University of
Milan), on the occasion of their 70th year of birth. This was in recognition of the many memorable
contributions made by these two fine Italian scholars to the field of organic reaction mechanisms.

Giorgio Modena Fernando Montanari

The Conference in Padua provided ample ground for the promotion of international collaboration and
for informal discussions and exchange of ideas among participants; the benefits will surely surface at the
next symposium. Under the continuing tradition of sponsorship and support by the IUPAC, the 13th
Conference of the series will be held in Seoul, Korea in summer 1996, and it is eagerly awaited by all
scientists in the field.

Ruggero Curci, Symposium Editor
Gianfranco Scorrano, Symposium Chairman





